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Summary 

A new species Macaranga nicobarica (Euphorbiaceae) is described with illustrations from 
Nicobar group of islands in the Bay of Bengal. 

During a survey of the flora of Katchal Island in Nicobar group of islands 
situated in the Bay of Bengal in August 1974, the junior author collected a very 
large-leaved Macaranga from dense evergreen hill forests near a place called Mildera 
at an altitude of about 100 m above M.S.L. The solitary tree noticed was in flower 
and three specimens were collected and flowers were preserved in liquid. On study 
of the materials it is found that they do not fit into any of the described species of 
Macaranga. Again in October 1975 a large population of the same species was noticed 
near a place called Kapanga on the same island in dense hill forests. They were in 
fruiting condition. Further studies showed that this can be described as a new 
species close to M. gigantea Reichb. f. & Zoll. but differs in being a smaller tree 
with larger entire leaves, larger floral bracts completely concealing flowers, entire 
male bracts, much reduced cupular female perianth and globose seeds. The figures 
of fruits and seed were drawn from P. Chakraborty 2584 and the rest from P. 
Chakraborty 2041. 

Macaranga nicobarica Balakr. & Chakrab. sp. nov . (Fig. 1) 

M. giganteae affinis a qua imprimis differt arboribus brevioribus; foliis majoribus 
integris; bracteis majoribus omnino tegentibus flores; bracteis integris; perianthio 
reductissimo cupulato, subtruncato, adherenti ovarii basim; seminibus globosis, non 
compressis. 

Arbor parva, ramosa, monoecia, 4-10 m alta; caulis principalis 15-25 cm 
crassus, molliter lignosus, medulla magna; nodi incrassati, hirsuti; rami parce 
pubescentes; ramuli dense pubescentes; stipulae erectae, lanceolatae peranguste 
acuminatae ad apices, affixae ad dimidas ambitua caules basibus latis, 4-8 cm 
longae, 2.5-5.0 cm latae, internodia aequantia vel eis longiora, extra dense villosae 
hirsutae, intra glabrosae. Folia ovata, integra, basi rotundata, apice abrupte breviter 
tenuiter caudata, 50-70 cm longa, 40-60 cm lata, alte (12-17 cm) peltata, 
subcoriacea, juniora dense rufo-tomentella, matura supra subglabra subtus parce 
stellato-pilosa, minute rubro-lepidota; nervi subtus tereti porcati prominentes, 
stellato pilosi et rubro-lepidoti; nervi primarii 10-12, palmati radiatim ex petiolis 
apicibus; nervi primarii ascendentes 5; nervi descendentes 5-7, graciliores; nervi 
laterli ex costis 10-12 jugi; nervi tertiari numerosi, paralleli regulariter scalariformes; 
nervi minores scalariformes, reticulati, subprominentes; petioli teres, 30-75 cm 
longi, 1.0-1.3 cm crassi, incrassati ad bases, puberuli ad bases et apices, parce 
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Fig. 1. Macaranga nicobarica Balakr. & Chakrab. A. twig; B. male bract with flowers; C. 
male spike; D. female spike; E. male flower; F. 3-stamened male flower, opened out; G. 
2-stamcned male flower, opened out; H. female bract with flower; 7. female flower; J. ovary, 
l.s.; K. ovary, t.s.; L. seed; M. fruit, side view; N. fruit, top view showing dehiscence. 
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minute rubro-lepidoti. lnfiorescentia $ laxe paniculata racemosa, gracilis, 20-30 cm 
longa, dense puberula, ramulis 6-8 cm longis, bracteis ramealibus ovatis 3-5 mm 
longis persistentibus, bracteis floralibus numerosis laxe spiratim dispositi sessilibus 
suborbicularibus integris ± 2.5 cm diametro pubescentibus lepido-glanduliferis. 
Flos $ numerosus in axilla bracteae omnis, sessilis, fasciculatus; perianthium 
campanulatum, 3-lobatum, ± 0.8 mm longum; lobi subacuti, puberuli paucis luteis 
lepido-glanduliferis ad apices; stamina 2 vel 3, ± 0.7 mm longa; filamenta connata 
ad bases; antherae 3-4-locellatae, oblongae, subglobosae longitudinales dehiscentes. 
lnfiorescentia 9 leviter dense paniculatim racemosa, brevior et crassior, 10-15 cm 
longa, dense puberula; ramulis 5-6 cm longis; racemi strobiliformis; bracteae ramis 
ovatae, sessiles, pubescentes, 3-5 mm longae; bracteae florum foliaceae spiratim 
dense dispositae, erectae, ovatae, subacutae, brevipetiolatae, brevi dentatae pectinatae 
ad margines, 8-10 mm longae, 6-8 mm latae, intra pubescentes, extra puberulae, 
luteae lepido-glanduliferes, 3-5-nervatae; nervi supra sulcatae; infra elevatae. Flos 
9 solitariis in axillae bracteae subsessilis, ± 3 mm longus; perianthium reductis- 
simum, cupulatum, subtruncatum, adherens versus ovarii basim, ± 0.8 mm 
longum, dense pubescens; ovarium biloculare, ovoideum, oblongum, dorsoventraliter 
compressum, sparsim tuberculatis obtusis atrobrunneis et dense luteo-lepidotis; 
stigma bilobatim, sessilis, adherens ad ovarii apicem, dense papillosum, atrobrun- 
neum; ovulum solitarium in omni cellula, in placenta axialibus. Capsula bicellularis, 
reniformis, transverse oblonga, ± 1 cm lata, ± 6 mm alta, ± 5 mm crassa, dense 
rubro-lepidota; semina solitaria in omni cellula, globosa, ± 4 mm crassa; testa 
atrobrunnea, Crustacea, plurimis fractis porcatis. 

NICOBARS. Katchal Island : Mildera, 11 Aug. 1974, Chakraborty 2041 A 
(HOLOTYPUS in CAL); ibid. 2041 B-C (ISOTYPI in PBL*); Kapanga, 19 Oct. 
1975, Chakraborty 2584 A-B (PARATYPI in PBL); ibid. 2584 C-D (PARATYPI 
in CAL). Great Nicobar Island : 33 KM on East-West Road, 22 July 1976, Bala - 
krishnan 3950 (PBL); Campbell Bay, 28 July 1976, Balakrishnan 4053 (PBL). 

Small branched monoecious tree, 4-10 m high; main stem 15-25 cm thick, soft 
woody with large pith; nodes thickened, hirsute; branches sparsely pubescent; 
branchlets densely pubescent; stipules erect, lanceolate, narrowly acuminate at apex, 
attached to half the circumference of stem by broad base, 4-8 cm long, 2.5-5.0 cm 
wide, equal to internode or longer, densely villous hirsute outside, glabrous inside. 
Leaves ovate, entire, rounded at base, abruptly short slender acuminate at apex, 
50-70 cm long, 40-60 cm wide, high (12-17 cm) peltate, subcoriaceous, young ones 
densely rufous tomentose, mature ones subglabrous above, sparsely stellate-pilose 
and minutely red lepidote beneath; nerves prominently terete ridged, stellate pilose 
and red-lepidote; primary nerves 5-7, slender; lateral nerves from midrib 10-12 
pairs; tertiary nerves parallel, regularly scalariform; nervules scalariform-reticulate, 
subprominent; petiole terete, 30-75 cm long, 1.0-1.3 cm thick, thickened at base, 
puberulous at base and apex, sparsely minutely red-lepidote. Inflorescence $ lax 
panicle of racemes, slender, 20-30 cm long, densely puberulous; branches 6-8 cm 
long; bracts of branches ovate, 3-5 mm long, persistent; floral bracts numerous 
laxly spirally arranged, sessile, suborbicular, entire, ± 2.5 mm diam. pubescent, 
lepidote-glandular. Flower $ many in axil of each bract, sessile, fasciculate; 
perianth campanulate, 3-lobed, ± 0.8 mm long; lobes subacute, puberulous, with 
some yellow lepidote glands at apex; stamens 2 or 3, ± 0.7 mm long; filaments 
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connate at base; anthers 3-4-celled, oblong subglobose, longitudinally dehiscing. 
Inflorescence 9 somewhat densely racemose paniculate, shorter and thicker, 
10—15 cm long, densely puberulous; branches 5-6 cm long; racemes strobiliform; 
bracts of branches ovate, sessile, pubescent, 3-5 cm long; floral bracts foliaceous, 
dense, spirally arranged, erect, ovate, subacute, shortly petiolate, shortly dentate 
pectinate at margins, 8-10 mm long, 6-8 mm wide, pubescent inside, puberulous 
and yellow lepidote glandular outside, 3-5-nerved; nerves sulcate grooved above, 
raised beneath. Flower 9 solitary in axil of each bract, subsessile, ± 3 mm long; 
perianth much reduced, cup-shaped, subtruncate, adherent to base of ovary, ± 
0.8 mm long, densely pubescent; ovary 2-celled, ovoid-oblong, dorsoventrally 
compressed, sparsely obtuse dark brown tuberculate and densely yellow lepidote; 
stigma bilobed, sessile, adherent to top of ovary, densely papillose, black brown; 
ovule solitary in each cell, on axile placenta. Capsule 2-celled, reniform, tranversely 
oblong, + 1 cm wide, ± 6 mm high, ± 5 mm thick, densely red-lepidote; seed 
solitary in each cell, globose, ± 4 mm thick; testa dark brown, crustaceous, with 
many broken ridges. 
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